"TO THE ANTARCTIC" EXHIBITION AT
MASCLOSESBUT LEAVESBEHIND
GREAT MEMORIESAND MANY
SUCCESSES

The “To the Antarctic” Exhibition at MAS /museum in Antwerp, which ran from June 21st until November
3rd, was very popular among the general public, receiving more than 45,000 visitors during its more than
four-month run.

The exhibition featured Belgium’s history in Antarctic exploration and research, starting with the
extraordinary overwintering of Adrien de Gerlache and his crew on the Belgica ship in 1897-1899. Visitors
were completely immersed in the daily lives of all crew members onboard and learned along the way about
the many scientific findings from the exhibition, the Antarctic environment, and particularities of the Antarctic
Peninsula.

Following the chronology of De Gerlache’s endeavour, visitors learned about Belgium’s research
expeditions in Antarctica in the 1950s and 1960s, during which Belgium’s first Antarctic research base, the
King Baudouin station, was constructed.



