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Located in East Antarctica, the Princess Elisabeth Station hosts scientists from October to March, allowing them
to conduct essential research while relying solely on renewable energy. The station was envisioned by Belgian
explorer Alain Hubert and built by the International Polar Foundation and partners, welcoming its first
researchersin the 2008-2009 season.
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The Princess Elisabeth Station is unlike any other research base on the continent. Its infrastructure combines
high-efficiency insulation, solar panels on roofs, walls, and sleeping containers, and nine wind turbines anchored
into the surrounding granite ridges. These innovations ensure that all electricity, heating, and daily operations
run on renewable sources. The station enforces strict energy priorities, reserving power for essential systems
such asfire alarms, medical equipment, and communications, while everyday activities like showers and laundry
are limited. Life at the base requires adaptation, but it demonstrates that zero-emission operations are feasible
even in the most remote and extreme conditions. By combining technology, design, and discipline, the station
shows that sustainability is not just a concept, but a practical reality.
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